TO:  

All Clients
FROM:  
Daniel F. Osberger, CPA
DATE:
September 11, 2017
SUBJ:
Protect Yourself From Identity Theft – DO TODAY!
While we read about security breaches every week, the security breach at Equifax is pretty threatening!  Equifax has reported that over 140Million accounts were breached.  This represents over 55% of adults in the US!  
The odds that you may be at risk are VERY HIGH-  Like, every other adult!
WHAT TO DO?  
My recommendation is to place a Credit Freeze on your account with EACH of the three Credit Bureaus – Transunion, Experian or Equifax (yes – even them).

Married couples need to do this for each individual separately.

A Credit Freeze is a bit extreme; however, the reported breach includes a breach disclosing Name/Address/Social Security Number/ Date of Birth.  This type of breach is pretty terrible and can leave you quite exposed to Identity Theft.

In my opinion, implementing a Credit Freeze is much more effective than simply paying for credit monitoring services.  Plus, a Credit Freeze is Free.  Save yourself a few hundred bucks and do it Today!
Below are a couple of Internet URLs that provide further information on how to protect yourself.  These are also on my website:  WWW.OasisCPA.com
1. Federal Trade Commission – 

Credit Freeze FAQs:   www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0497-credit-freeze-faqs
2. New York Times article:  https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/08/your-money/identity-theft/equifaxs-instructions-are-confusing-heres-what-to-do-now.html
3.  Consumer Reports Article on Why You Don’t Need Paid ID Theft Protection:

www.consumerreports.org/cro/magazine/2013/01/don-t-get-taken-guarding-your-id/index.htm
4.  Advice from Security Expert: http://scamicide.com/2017/09/09/scam-of-the-day-september-10-2017-further-important-equifax-updates/
As always, please give me a call if you have any questions.
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